
 
 

  



 
 

  

        

 

IRU - International Raiffeisen Union  

Board of Directors Elections 2026 
 
 
 
 

Application form 
 

This form is to be filled in by candidates applying to become an elected member of IRU - International 

Raiffeisen Union Board of Directors. The application form has to be sent to maerz@iru.de until  
June 15, 2026.  

 
Information contained in this application form will be included in a document that will be sent to all the 
members of IRU - International Raiffeisen Union in preparation of the General Meeting in Luxembourg 
on July 3, 2026. 

 
 

Details of the organisation supporting the candidate 
 

Name of organisation :  DGRV – Deutscher Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband e. V. 

Type of Organisation:  Spitzenverband, Verein 

Address :    Adenauerallee 121 

City :     53113 Bonn 

Country :    Germany 

Email address :   info@dgrv.de 

 

Information on the candidate  
 

Title : ☒  Mr ☐  Ms 

First name :    Jan 

Family name :   Holthaus 

Role in the organisation :  CEO 

Email :    holthaus@dgrv.de 

Telephone number :   +492288861215 

 

Short CV (max 1.000 characters)  
 
Since 2024 CEO, DGRV - Deutscher Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband e. V., Berlin/Bonn 
2023 - 2024 Member of the board, DGRV 
2020 - 2023 Head of Legal Department, DGRV 
2018 - 2020 Head of Legal Department Consulting, DGRV 
2011 - 2018 Deputy Head of Legal Department, DGRV 
2008 - 2010 Consultant of Legal Department, DGRV 
 

mailto:a.mathis@coopseurope.coop


 
 

  

Education Legal clerkship, Cologne (2nd state exam) 
Study of law, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University, Bonn (1st state exam) 

 

Current Cooperative mandates – Please specify at which level (national, European or 
international level) and starting date of the mandate. 
 
National 
Sine 2024 Member of the Association council, National Association of German Cooperative 

Banks 
Since 2024 Member of the Executive Committee, German Raiffeisen Association 
Since 2020 Chair of the Cooperative Bank Forms Committee 
 

Motivation – please briefly describe what motivated you to apply for this position (max 1.000 
characters) 
 
One of the tasks of DGRV - the German Cooperative and Raiffeisen Association - is to promote 
international cooperation within the German cooperative network. As the traditional representative of 
this network, one of its responsibilities is to maintain and expand its important international network. 
The IRU offers an excellent opportunity for this. 
 

Get to know the Candidate – please briefly answer the following questions: 

 
If you could have a conversation with Friedrich Wilhelm Raiffeisen, what would you ask him 
and why? 
 
Would you ever have thought it possible that the cooperative idea could become a success story 
worldwide? Does that make you proud? And what advice can you give us today, at a time when 
democracy and cooperation are coming under increasing pressure? 
 
What is one cooperative issue that you are passionate about? 
 
It is fascinating that an idea that originated more than 150 years ago is still relevant worldwide today 
and helps people live together in a better and more equitable way. Being part of this movement is 
motivating and inspiring. 
 
What is the first thing you are doing when you are coming to office? 
 
I put my things away, grab a cup of coffee, and say hello to my colleagues. 
 
 

Please add a Photo here 

 
 
Wednesday, 17 June 2026 
 
Signature: 


